THE    MEMOIRS    OF
ing. This he succeeded in, and having received by far the
greater part of the night's collection, allowed the company
fresh credit on the understanding that a similiar settlement
would occur after the second performance.
Manager Jemmy King spent some part of the night devis-
ing a scheme whereby to get even with the rascally landlord,
and, in the morning, he called a council of his leading actors
to acquaint them with it. The plan which he expounded was
enthusiastically supported, and its execution deferred until
the close of the evening show. The rest of the day was spent
by the members of the company scouring the countryside
with, play-bills acquainting the settlers that there was to be
an even more marvellous performance that evening. Rash-
leigh was a successful canvasser, and spent a day of merri-
ment and flowing conviviality with one after another of the
settlers, who were ready to seize any excuse to indulge in a
drink, in celebration of the first season in seven years when
their granaries were teeming with fat grain. It was a period
of prosperity, and in Australia as in more ancient lands,
Bacchus paid tribute gladly to successful Ceres. So it was
that the settlers were only too happy to catch on to this
unexpected chance of merrymaking which the convicts
offered them. On his return from whipping up the audience,
Rashleigh was told that everything had been done to ensure
the success of the plot for out-manoeuvring the extortionate
owner of the barn, and was bidden by Manager King not to
stint himself of whatever refreshment he had fancy to order
before the burden of the evening's performance.
The temporary theatre was packed to the walls and doors,
and the audience were in a mood of hilarious appreciation.
Each point in the play was greeted with great gusts of
applause and laughter, and the curtain came down upon the
biggest success the Emu Plains dramatic company ever
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